
 

Should we be voting for higher property taxes 
when so many people are struggling to just get 
by? Taxes should NOT be raised when demands 
on local food banks are at record highs. A food 
insecure family or a senior on a fixed income 
could use the $32.57 that will go to property 
taxes if this bond is passed to purchase 25 loaves 
of bread or 24 dozen eggs or 50 pounds of 
bananas. And the average homeowner is already 
paying over $2,400 in total property taxes. 
 
Won’t small businesses that are just hanging on 
by their fingernails be especially hard hit by a 
property tax increase? Yes. While the increase 
for a homeowner is $32.57 per year on a 
$371,000 home, a business will pay $59 per each 
$371,000 of valuation. As businesses fail, the 
property taxes paid by homeowners and other 
businesses will have to be increased to make up 
for that loss of tax revenue. 
 
Is it true that other fees and property taxes 
have already increased or are scheduled to 
increase? Yes, in order to comply with more 
rigorous waste water standards, the Sewer 
District is forced to increase fees by $66 per year 
and raise property taxes by $22 in 2021. That is 
on top of the $24/year increase in Bountiful 
Power’s Customer Charge plus a 10% increase in 
power rates for most users. When these are 
added to the $32.57 property tax increase for 
the bond, the average Bountiful family will be 
paying well over $100 more in taxes and fees.  
 
What happens if the bond does not pass? 
Bountiful has the funds necessary to cover 
everything in the bond proposal without raising 
property taxes during these very difficult times. 
According to the City Manager in 2018, the 
capital projects fund “has been steadily 

increasing in balance over the past 12 years, and 
even if conservative revenues are projected over 
the next 10 years, there will still be a net 
increase in the balance.” So, why not use that to 
pay for the land and improvements rather than 
implementing a property tax increase? During a 
recent public hearing the City Manager 
acknowledged that the City may still purchase 
the property even if the bond does not pass. 
And, if the City does not buy the property the 
School District will very likely retain it since it is 
currently spending $400,000 to develop it into 
playing fields for the three local high schools for 
use beginning in the Spring of 2021. 
 
But won’t this property be sold to developers 
for high density housing if Bountiful does not 
buy it? It is clear that the School District needs 
this property for high school sports. If the bond 
does not pass, it can withdraw the property from 
the market and retain it for sports fields. The City 
is using the threat of high density housing as a 
scare tactic to pass the bond since the property 
is not even zoned for high density housing. 
 
Hasn’t the School District Violated its Fiduciary 
Duty? The appraised value of this highly 
desirable commercial acreage is $4.6 million. The 
School Board has a fiduciary duty to the 
taxpayers of Davis County get the highest price 
possible, so why is it accepting $3.5 million—
$1.1 million less from Bountiful? If the property 
is to be sold, shouldn’t it be put out for 
competitive bid to maximize the benefit to the 
taxpayers? 
 
Since the school district is already spending 
$400,000 to level the land, put in an irrigation 
system and install sod so the playing fields will 
be ready for high school sports in the Spring, 

why should we vote to raise property taxes by 
$2.5 million to improve the property? We 
shouldn’t—especially since City officials won’t 
even tell us how the $2.5 million will be used. 
 
How much field time for other activities will be 
available after the School District’s 
requirements for sports fields are met?  The sale 
of the property is “contingent upon…an 
interlocal agreement allowing the seller to use 
portions of the fields for school sports” including 
“significant field space” for competition and 
practice fields. However, in order to find out 
what is in the interlocal agreement, Bountiful 
residents have to pass the property tax increase.  
 
Why would Bountiful taxpayers pay millions for 
a property that the seller retains the right to 
use? That is a good question. Would you buy a 
house if the seller retained the right to use your 
family room and kitchen on a recurring basis? 
However, by making the sale contingent on the 
conclusion of an interlocal agreement that gives 
the seller ongoing use of the property that is 
what is happening in this case. If the School 
District has a critical need for sports fields, it 
should retain the property and then make an 
agreement with the City for Bountiful residents 
to use it on a space-available basis. 
 
Have City officials listed specific projects and 
trails that will be improved? No. They say we 
have to pass the property tax increase and then 
they will work with the citizens to determine 
what will be done. There is no guarantee that 
pickleball courts, a skate park, playgrounds or 
other facilities will ever be built. And it will be up 
to the Trails Committee to recommend how the 
$2 million for trails is used once the property tax 
increase passes. 

https://www.justserve.org/projects/8a4af231-d80b-4c05-893a-59fb4f34197e
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Sewer%20District%20-%20Rate%20and%20Tax%20Increases%209-17-20.pdf
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Sewer%20District%20-%20Rate%20and%20Tax%20Increases%209-17-20.pdf
https://www.bountifulutah.gov/file/49ebcdf5-c79d-4ebc-89e4-8bad83f25281
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dyh0MrZ_eHk
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Gmail%20-%20Washington%20School%20Demolition-Site%20Prep%20Costs%2010-2-20.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dyh0MrZ_eHk
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Public/Agenda/914?meeting=384581
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mriw-jQpsJs&feature=youtu.bebountifulutah.gov/file/6c6bd065-5a0c-42cb-9bd7-734a15875810


 

 
I’ve heard that at least one person on the Trails 
Committee has exhibited ageism and disrespect 
for property rights? Unfortunately, that’s true. 
During a public hearing a member of the Trails 
Committee displayed ageism when the person 
said: “I’m not going to make any friends when I 
say this but can we please consider the average 
age of those speaking against this trail.” The 
person also said that private property owners 
“are not workable, not agreeable, not going to 
give us an ounce” because they refuse to turn 
their property over for trails. If the person had 
said the same thing based on a person’s race, 
religion, etc. they would no longer be on the 
Trails Committee. Apparently in Bountiful it is 
acceptable to marginalize older people who have 
worked hard to buy and improve their property. 
 
Couldn’t the Trails Advisory Committee raise 
private funds to improve trails just as veterans 
are doing for the Bountiful Veterans Park? Yes. 
Rather than forcing those who cannot or may 
prefer not to use the City’s trails to pay for 
improvements, trail users could raise the funds 
to cover the costs of improvements. 
 
Isn’t it true that the City’s elected officials have 
a poor track record of controlling costs?  
Unfortunately, yes. For example, the new Plaza 
and the City Hall renovation have both cost much 
more than originally announced. The Plaza went 
from $3.5 million to $9 million and the City Hall 
from $6.5 million to an estimated $8 million. 
 
Did the City really use taxpayer funds to help 

ensure that the bond passes? Unfortunately, 
$27,700 in taxpayer funds were paid to Y2 
Analytics to gauge and influence public support 
for this bond. Y2 Analytics, which “has only lost 

one bond election in seven years,” tested 
“messaging and arguments…to determine which 
talking points and strategies are the most 
effective in a successful bond campaign.” 
Citizens who oppose the bond are left to fight it 
using their own money. In addition, the Voter 
Information Pamphlet that was produced and 
mailed at taxpayer’s expense was designed to 
favor passage of the bond. 
 
Is it true that the City increases power rates and 
fees in order to supplement its budget? Yes. City 
officials routinely transfer millions of dollars 
from the power fund to the general fund since 
this “transfer helps keep property taxes in 
Bountiful low.” Just this year, power rates were 
increased to bring in an additional $404,000 
annually, the customer service charge increased 
20% ($24 per year) and in 2018 a $2.00 flat rate 
street light fee was imposed ($24 per year). Since 
transfers are used to fund governmental 
programs rather than the Power Department, 
they are, in effect, a hidden tax. 
 
Since the City doesn’t have any bond debt isn’t 
that a good reason to pass this bond? The City 
should not be incurring debt during the COVID-
pandemic and raising taxes on people and 
businesses that are struggling to make ends 
meet. Just because someone has paid off their 
home isn’t a reason to take out a loan on it. 
 
Why are the proponents of this bond teaching 
our youth that the way to get what they want is 
to force others to pay for it through taxes? 
Proponents of higher taxes and our youth both 
need to read Bastiat’s The Law so they 
understand the difference between volunteerism 
and legal plunder. 
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Prepared by Ronald Mortensen, Ph.D., Co-Founder, 
CitizensForTaxFairness.org 

https://www.who.int/ageing/ageism/en/
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Bountiful%20-%20Trails%20Public%20-%20Comments%20-%20Minutes%2010-8-19.pdf
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/x_oldnewsdetails.asp?id=55
https://bountifulveteranspark.org/
https://www.bountifulutah.gov/File/99a2bb15-4d6d-4741-a391-4b01ea65a7c3
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Gmail%20-%20Re_%20Records%20Request%20-%20Plaza%20project%20and%20City%20Hall%20Renovation%20Finances%209-17-20.pdf
https://davisclipper.com/clients/davisclipper/July0716.pdf
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Gmail%20-%20Re_%20Records%20Request%20-%20Plaza%20project%20and%20City%20Hall%20Renovation%20Finances%209-17-20.pdf
https://www.bountifulutah.gov/file/cb9259bc-af99-4cb9-91e2-42dfad40a616
https://www.bountifulutah.gov/file/cb9259bc-af99-4cb9-91e2-42dfad40a616
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/files/620411.pdf
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/sitemap/notice/621107.html
http://www.citizensfortaxfairness.org/pdf/Bountiful%20City%20-%20FY2021%20Budget%20Presentation%20Reserve%20Funds6-16-2020.pdf
http://bastiat.org/en/the_law.html

